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Photo books provide a unique record of our families. They 
document life, activities, events, and people. They provide an 
unparalleled source of information that is not captured 
anywhere else. Unlike a box of unlabeled photos, each photo 
is clearly documented and described. Photo books provide an 
organized description that includes not only what is 
happening but where and when it took place. 
 

 
The complete set of photo books created within an individual 
family provides an even more complete record of our lives. 
These photo books document my life from marriage to family 
reunions to special vacations. The record they provide is 
greater than any one book. 
 

 
Preservation of photo books is straightforward. It requires a 
combination of high-quality materials, including paper and 
adhesives and careful control of the production process to 
ensure high-quality manufacturing. In case you were 
unaware of it, Forever now has a new high-quality photo 
book supplier. 
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Pages are now produced on HP Indigo printers, ensuring high-
quality photo printing. The most important factor I I can 
mention here is to correct dark photographs. If a photo 
appears even remotely dark on your screen it will print too 
dark. Take the time to lighten it, and you will be pleased with 
the results. 
 

 
Paper is also important. Permanent paper is acid-free, with a 
pH between 7 and 9.5. It is also lignin-free so that it won’t 
yellow or become brittle and buffered so that it will resist 
acids in the environment. 
 

 
Covers protect the pages. Lamination ensures that covers will 
be durable and not damaged over time. Selection of the 
laminate is critical so that it remains permanently adhered to 
the cover. Finally, high-quality printing ensures that the 
personalized cover will enhance the photo book.  
 

 
High-quality photo books require a carefully controlled 
production process, even with the best materials. Stitching 
ensures that the pages in hard-cover books will remain 
permanently bound. For soft-cover books the adhesive is 
critical. PUR adhesives are durable and long-lasting. Low-
quality books manufactured with hot melt adhesives will lose 
pages over time. We have all had pages fall out of books at 
one time or another.  

 
Don’t forget about lay-flat books. Lay-flat books use a hinged 
page to avoid putting stess on the binding system. An added 
advantage of the hinge is that books will lie flat, allowing you 
to more easily see both pages. I really like lay-flat pages.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



- 3 - 

The real; advantage of photo books is that they are created 
digitally. Because photo books are created digitiall, multiple 
copies can easily be created. In addition, if they are available 
the digital files can readily be shared electronically. And we 
should keep in mind that not everyone wants a physical 
book. 
 

 
Millennials think about memories differently. In news articles, 
the following statements have appeared: 

• “If I can’t store my memories of something in a comput-
er, I’m probably not going to keep them around.” Josh 
Phillips, 33  

• “Eight times out of 10, kids don’t want the parents’ furniture or boxes of letters or scrapbooks” Tyler Whitmore, 58 

• “Even highly personal items, such as scrapbooks, letters, and photos, are now being shed. We’re surprised.” Patty 
Burley, Store Manager for Empty the Nest 

• “My parents are always trying to give us stuff. It’s stuff like bunches of old photos and documents, old bowls or cocktail 
glasses. We hate clutter. We would rather spend money on experiences.” Kelly Phillips, 29 

 
The message is clear. If we want to preserve memories, we need to make them available digitally, as well as in photo books. 
Fortunately, with Artisan Forever easily allows you to easily save digital files once you have created your photo book. 

 
Digital files can also be easily searched since they retain the 
information about the location, time, and subject. This 
metadata allows anyone to easily find specific photos in a 
format that puts the people, activities, and events shown in 
the proper perspective.  
 

 
Digital photo books are important for historical societies, 
libraries, archives, and museums since these are the 
organizations that will preserve today’s history for tomorrow.  
Without photo books, much of this information will be lost, 
unavailable to future generations.  
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Digital technology allows photo books to easily link to related 
audio and video files. Links can be either explicitly included 
or included as QR codes.  Many web sites or apps will 
generate QR codes, and these codes can be saved as a photo 
and imported into the photo book. 

 
Photo books can also be converted into video files, and video 
is the future. People spend more time with digital video than 
with social media, and video represents 80% of global 
internet traffic. Videos may include music files, and you can 
capture video directly from Artisan. Videos may be saved to 
DVD, uploaded to Youtube, or preserved with Forever in 2018. I am really glad that Glen announced that video preservation 
would be available as part of Forever Permanent Storage in 2018. We all need to hold Forever accountable for this date. 
 

Photos may be saved as JPEG, TIF, or raw files. For photo 
books the best file format is PDF. PDF files allow all photo 
book pages to be included in a single file, maintaining the 
integrity of the project along with any associated metadata. 
 

 
PDF is an open standard that is generally used in production. 
Many manufactures create these files, make the books, and 
then unfortunately delete the files, giving the customer no 
chance to preserve the digital photo book. Artisan is 
different. Artisan allows you to save the PDF file, which you 
can then upload and preserve with Forever Permanent Storage.   
 

The problem is that software programs and web sites 
generally use proprietary formats. Manufacturers think it is 
in their interest to keep you away from the file for your 
photo book. Artisan really is the exception, not the rule. 
Artisan recognizes that your photo book is yours and it allows 
you to preserve it as a PDF or JPG file. Artisan allows you to 
export your book with or without bleed and to export the 
cover separately. I general, I choose to include bleed, but the 
choice is up to you.  
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It is always best to preserve the digital photo book file. Digital 
files avoid loss of metadata, loss of quality due to scanning, 
and the need to stitch together multiple scans for larger 
photo books. Scanning is, however, the only option for photo 
book preservation when the original file is unavailable. 
 
Now, it’s time for a short quiz to see what you have learned. 

 
1. Digital photos 

  A.  Are only useful when they are taken. 
  B.  Are permanently preserved on your phone. 
  C. Belong in photo books. 
  D. I miss real film. 
 

The answer is C.  Photo books are the best way to preserve digital photos. If you picked D, get over it. Digital photos have 
replaced film. 
 
2. Printed photo books 

  A. Only last for a short period of time. 
 B. Contain lots of duplicate, out-of-focus, and poorly  

exposed photos. 
  C. Represent the most important memories in our lives. 
  D. Are useless because everything is digital anyways. 

The answer is C. Photo books include the most important 
photos in our lives along with the stories that go with them. If 
you picked A, you’re using the wrong photo book 
manufacturer. If you picked B, you need to do a better job 
selecting photos. 
 

3. Millennials 

 A. Like bulky traditional scrapbooks that take up lots of  
          shelf space. 
  B.  Are in love with everything their parents have. 
  C. Want uncluttered digital memories. 
  D. Have the same values as the baby boomers. 
 
The answer is C. Millennials have a completely different 
perspective than their parents. 
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4. Digital photo books 

  A. Are available from most photo book vendors. 
 B. Take up lots of physical space.  
 C. Preserve photo books for generations. 

  D. What’s a digital photo book? 

The answer is C. Photo books preserve photos. If you picked 
D, you haven’t been paying attention 

 

5. Digital files 

 A. Are vulnerable to viruses, accidental deletion, and hard   
          disk failure if left on your computer. 
  B.  Are preserved in Forever Permanent Storage. 
  C. Can be shared with family and friends. 
  D. All of the above. 
 
 

In this case the answer is D. Unless properly preserved, digital files are vulnerable to viruses, accidental deletion, and hard 
drive failure. 
 
The message that I want to leave you with is that a photo 
book is more than a physical object. The photo book includes 
the book and the digital files used to create it, and if you are 
not preserving your digital files, you are not preserving your 
photo books. 
 

 
Thank you. 
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